
Submission of a proposal for a session to be held at the 12th EEF Congress 
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TITLE 
Sharing and harmonizing long-term ecosystem research and monitoring across 
Europe: contributions and experiences from the EnvEurope Life + project and the 
LTER-Europe network in 21 countries. 
 
SUMMARY 
The harmonization of methods and concepts as well as data storage and sharing are among the 
major challenges to be met to enable effective use of long-term ecological data. Long-term time 
series are indispensable for recognition and analyses of trends in ecosystems, which have become 
crucial in times of slow, but steady Global Change 
The long-term ecosystem research Europe network (LTER, www.lter-europe.net) comprises over 
400 LTER sites across Europe and 23 LTSER platforms (Long-Term Socio-Ecological Research). 
Within the network data are collected across eco-domains of terrestrial, freshwater and marine 
environments and, hence, a wide range of different habitats. The LTER network was set up with a 
prominent bottom-up approach, within a quite heterogeneous scheme of data types and storage, 
measurements and targets as well as used methods. Starting from national peculiarities, the 
achievement of comparable and shared data still represents a major task of LTER-Europe. 
The Life+ project EnvEurope (2010-2013) supports the efforts of 11 LTER countries and aims 
basically at the integration and coordination of long-term ecosystem research and monitoring 
initiatives across Europe, aiming at understanding trends and changes of environmental quality and 
identification of cause-effect relationships. 
Among the project objectives is the justification and selection of a core list of ecological indicators 
to analyse and compare environmental quality internationally, properly link drivers and pressures 
with ecosystem states as well as the definition of standards about data storage and delivery . 
 
The main aim of this session is to discuss the importance and role of long-term ecosystem research 
and monitoring data with a broader scientific community with respect to the following two 
questions: 

• Biological and ecological diversity under the influence of both natural and human drivers 
and pressures 

• Methods and tools for analysing driver, pressure, state, impact and response interrelations 
and adaptive management 

 
We propose to have invited presentations from the EnvEurope and LTER community as well as 
from external experts. “Free” communication and open discussions of scientists working with 
LTER data and topics shall be given enough space to convey the main ideas and concepts that the 
project is dealing with and get qualified feedback. 
 
SESSION COORDINATORS:  
Dr. Mark Frenzel 
Department of Community Ecology 
Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research - UFZ 
Theodor-Lieser-Strasse 4, 06120 Halle, Germany  
Phone    +49 345 558 5304 / Fax +49 345 558 5329 
mark.frenzel@ufz.de 
www.ufz.de/index.php?de=798 
 



Dr. Mauro Bastianini 
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche/National Research Council  
Istituto di Scienze Marine - UOS di Venezia/Institute of Marine Sciences – Section of Venezia 
(Italy) 
Castello 1364/a, 30122 Venezia (Italy) 
tel +39 041 2404711, fax +39 041 5204126 
mauro.bastianini@ismar.cnr.it 
www.ismar.cnr.it 
 
 
CONTACT PERSONS:  
 
Dr. Michael Mirtl 
Chair of LTER-Europe  
Head of Unit Ecosystem Research & Monitoring 
Federal Environment Agency Austria (EAA) 
Spittelauer Lände 5 - 1090 Wien - Austria 
Phone: +43-(0)1-313 04/3410 
michael.mirtl@umweltbundesamt.at 
http://www.umweltbundesamt.at 
 
Dr. Paola Focaccia 
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche/National Research Council  
Istituto di Scienze Marine - UOS di Bologna/Institute of Marine Sciences – Section of Bologna 
(Italy) 
Via Gobetti 101 - 40129 Bologna - Italy 
Phone: +39 051 6398860  Fax:  +39 051 6398940 
paola.focaccia@bo.ismar.cnr.it 
www.ismar.cnr.it 
 
Dr. Mariangela Ravaioli 
Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche/National Research Council  
Istituto di Scienze Marine - UOS di Bologna/Institute of Marine Sciences – Section of Bologna 
(Italy) 
Via Gobetti 101 - 40129 Bologna - Italy 
Phone: +39 051 6398905  Fax:  +39 051 6398940 
mariangela.ravaioli@bo.ismar.cnr.it  
www.ismar.cnr.it 
 
Speakers: (optional) to be defined 


